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Trust in the Federal Government is 

already at an all-time low. To help re-
gain any of that trust, it is essential 
that all personnel involved in this mis-
use of power be held accountable. 
We’ve got serious work to do in Con-
gress, but this sort of trouble only 
takes time and attention away from 
the work we need to do. 

I urge my colleagues to investigate 
this matter swiftly and get on with the 
work we’ve been sent here to do. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. I rise today to 
honor the service and sacrifice of our 
Nation’s police officers. 

This week is Police Week, and I urge 
all Americans to take time and thank 
the men and women who keep us safe 
and to reflect on the heroes we have 
lost in the line of duty. 

I am continually impressed and hum-
bled by the devoted efforts of law en-
forcement officers in our communities. 
From tracking down criminals to con-
ducting safety programs for our kids, 
our law enforcement officers work 
around the clock, routinely putting 
themselves in harm’s way to keep us 
safe. 

Sometimes officers make the ulti-
mate sacrifice, leaving behind grieving 
loved ones and communities in mourn-
ing. At times like these, there are no 
words to adequately express the grati-
tude that we owe to our law enforce-
ment. 

To all of our police officers, our Na-
tion is grateful for your bravery and 
integrity, and is indebted to your pub-
lic service. 

f 

JACK PRATT 
(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, we who 
serve too often overlook the hard work 
and dedication of those who serve with 
us, the members of our staff. Today, I 
rise to recognize the dedication of Jack 
Pratt. 

Jack is my chief of staff. Today, he 
departs for new responsibilities. I hired 
him on my very first day in Congress 12 
years ago, and he rose through the 
ranks. More than almost anyone I 
know, I have depended on Jack in good 
times and in bad, through thick and 
thin. 

Now, with a new baby in his life, he 
opens up a new chapter of his life. I 
wish him well and his wife, Kristin, and 
two kids, Callie and William. 

Thank you, Jack Pratt, my chief of 
staff and my friend. 

f 

THE ‘‘TRAIN WRECK’’ MUST BE 
STOPPED 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, the House passed 
the 37th piece of legislation that re-
places, repeals, or defunds the govern-
ment health care takeover bill. 

House Republicans warned the Amer-
ican people that the legislation’s effect 
would be devastating to patients, to 
health care providers, and to small 
businesses—destroying jobs. 

In recent weeks, there has been bi-
partisan recognition of the failure of 
the government’s health care takeover. 
Senator MAX BAUCUS has warned that 
ObamaCare’s implementation will be a 
train wreck. Sadly, thousands of new 
IRS agents who deny free speech will 
now control health care. 

The good news is that there is still 
time for repeal. The House has acted in 
the best interests of American fami-
lies. It is my hope that the Senate will 
consider our efforts and pass legisla-
tion before it’s too late. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations, Candice Glover of 
St. Helena Island, South Carolina, for 
being the newest queen of ‘‘American 
Idol.’’ 

f 

LARGE SYNOPTIC SURVEY 
TELESCOPE 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. I rise today to talk 
about the Large Synoptic Survey Tele-
scope. This is an exciting, unique pub-
lic-private science project that is being 
developed in cooperation with the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Office of Science, and 
with a number of small companies. 

The idea behind the LSST is very 
simple: take pictures of the entire 
southern sky and measure everything 
that moves or changes brightness, and 
after 10 years of operation, the LSST 
will allow us to catalog billions of 
stars, galaxies, and other interstellar 
objects. This database will address the 
most pressing questions in astronomy 
and physics, from potentially haz-
ardous asteroids to the mysteries of 
dark matter and dark energy. The de-
velopment of the LSST will push the 
boundaries of big science and com-
puting. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the importance of public- 
private partnerships and their role in 
studying science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics. Support for 
these projects is critical. 

f 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
FURLOUGHS 

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the folks in my district being fur-
loughed because of indecision, political 
gamesmanship, and the failure to act 
in Washington. 

Our Nation has no greater asset than 
the folks serving our Nation, including 
those who make up our Department of 
Defense, both military and civilian 
alike. Their dedication and service to 
our Nation is unwavering. Unfortu-
nately, those same patriots have lived 
for months with the uncertainty of the 
sequester. 

Many of those who have dedicated 
themselves to ensuring equipment is 
repaired and ready for our Armed 
Forces are being forced to step away 
from their lives. Even the children of 
our military families will not be 
spared. Teachers at DOD schools are 
being furloughed, too. 

The administration had flexibility to 
make other choices. Furloughs are just 
one of the effects of compounding 
budget cuts on our Nation’s military, 
and it affects this Nation’s military 
readiness. There are smarter solutions 
to our Nation’s budget woes, and I 
voted for replacements for this short-
sighted sequester. 

Congress should not sit idly by. Let’s 
fix this. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN DEBT 

(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIERNEY. The student loan debt 
is a crisis in this country, Mr. Speaker. 
More and more students approach me 
in the district and post on my 
Facebook about their loan debt. 

I would like to share an excerpt from 
the stories for those of my colleagues 
who may not fully appreciate why it’s 
so critical that we provide our students 
and families with relief. 

Sharyn Lawler says this: 
Please, Congressman Tierney, we need you 

and your colleagues to get to the crux of the 
student loan debt crisis ASAP. Many stu-
dents end up paying double or triple what 
they actually borrowed to go to college. This 
is an outrage and seems out of sync with the 
original mission of the student loan pro-
gram. People want to pay back fairly what 
they borrowed, but the system actually 
seems rigged to make that impossible. 

Earlier this week, it was reported 
that the Federal Government will earn 
$51 billion in profit from student loan 
borrowers this year, which exceeds the 
earnings of the Nation’s most profit-
able companies and is roughly equal to 
the combined income of the four larg-
est U.S. banks by assets. 

It’s time we stop using the Federal 
student loan program as a profit center 
for the government. We need to pass 
legislation that stops the doubling of 
the student loan interest rate by July 
1 and turn our attention to the long- 
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term solution that will help new bor-
rowers as well as the estimated 37 mil-
lion Americans that have existing stu-
dent loan debt. 

f 

IRS SCANDAL 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 2 bad weeks for the White House: 
Benghazi coverups by the State De-
partment officials, massive intrusion 
into phone records by the Justice De-
partment, and the forced resignation of 
acting IRS Commissioner Steven Mil-
ler and other top official, Joseph 
Grant, after one of the most unbeliev-
able abuses of government power in re-
cent years. 

After the IRS admitted to targeting 
conservative groups with whose mes-
sages it disagrees, the American people 
were shocked by this politically moti-
vated discrimination. No matter what 
party controls the White House, tax-
payers deserve to be treated fairly. 

President Obama promised an open 
and transparent government, yet these 
government lies show a complete dis-
regard for the Constitution. In fact, the 
Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause 
requires that the government treat all 
entities in a similar, fair, and equal 
manner. 

Let me be clear: no administration 
should ever use the IRS to target its 
political opponent—no way, no how. I 
will demand the administration be held 
accountable for this outrage. 

This is the United States of America, 
Mr. Obama, not one of your European 
buddies. 

f 

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s now been 866 days since I arrived in 
Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed a single vote 
on serious legislation to address our 
unemployment crisis. 

That’s zero votes to address our Na-
tion’s most pressing emergency. That’s 
zero votes to address the sequester 
policies that are making our job crisis 
immeasurably worse. Yet yesterday, 
the Republican Congress took its 37th 
vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this was not only a co-
lossal waste of valuable time that 
could have been spent focusing on jobs 
legislation, it’s a further step in the 
wrong direction. By expanding access 
to health care, the Affordable Care Act 
gives Americans more disposable in-
come, creating more customers for our 
businesses and, in turn, more jobs. 

It’s time to bring the American Jobs 
Act to the floor. It deserves a vote. 

Investigate Benghazi; investigate the 
AP leaks; investigate the IRS; but, Mr. 
Speaker, don’t forget our focus, our 

crisis. Our mantra should be: jobs, jobs, 
jobs. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1062, SEC REGULATORY 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 216 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 216 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1062) to im-
prove the consideration by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of the costs and 
benefits of its regulations and orders. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Financial Services. 
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute 
rule. It shall be in order to consider as an 
original bill for the purpose of amendment 
under the five-minute rule an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 113-10. That 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against that amendment in the nature 
of a substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington). The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the 
gentleman from Worcester, Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. House Resolution 216 

provides a structured rule for consider-
ation of H.R. 1062. This rule provides 
for discussion and opportunities for 
every single Member of the majority 
and the minority to participate in this 
debate. We made in order every single 
germane amendment that was sub-
mitted to the Rules Committee on this 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, the legislation before us 
today is really quite simple. It is a 
commonsense solution to preventing 
unnecessary and overly burdensome 
government regulation, or perhaps an 
opportunity to understand why the 
government might be perpetrating a 
rule that would impact our free enter-
prise system. It requires the SEC to 
perform cost-benefit analysis before fi-
nalizing any major rule. It also pre-
vents the implementation of the rule if 
the benefits do not outweigh the costs. 

Through this bill, the American tax-
payer will be protected from needless 
regulations that would impede eco-
nomic growth without providing effec-
tive consumer protections. In other 
words, Mr. Speaker, we’re here to en-
sure that the SEC provides balance 
with the rules and regulations that are 
in a major context when it issues these 
rules on the marketplace. 

In January of 2011, President Obama 
signed an executive order directing all 
non-independent agencies, such as the 
Department of Energy, the Department 
of Education, and others, to abide by 
the same rules that we’re providing for 
today in H.R. 1062. However, because it 
is an independent agency, the SEC is 
not required to follow the President’s 
rules. 

The legislation before us today cre-
ates parity and opportunity for Con-
gress to work with an agency and other 
non-independent agencies on a better 
way for them to promulgate the rules 
that they do and show a balance in the 
marketplace, just like the President 
asked other government agencies to do. 

b 0920 

Furthermore, this legislation in no 
way weakens consumer protections or 
reduces accountability in the financial 
services industry. To the contrary, this 
proposal ensures that regulations 
issued by the SEC are effective and 
based on sound policy. Consumers and 
businesses alike will benefit from a re-
formed regulatory process. 

So I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this rule and ‘‘yes’’ on the un-
derlying legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 

to thank the distinguished chairman of 
the Rules Committee, my friend Mr. 
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